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Nov. 17: The establishment of a new party, the Socialist Leftist Broad Front (Partido Amplio de
Izquierda Socialista-PAIS) was announced. According to party president, Luis Maira, PAIS is
"eminently instrumental," and intends to contribute to political unity. PAIS is comprised of Chile
communist and socialist parties, and five other leftist groups proscribed by the government after
the 1973 military coup. During a tour of extreme southern Chile, President Augusto Pinochet's
presence inspired several demonstrations. Participants called for his resignation and described the
general as persona non grata. Nov. 18: During a tour of military facilities in extreme southern Chile,
President Augusto Pinochet said that if the opposition fails to honor the Constitution, they will "face
the consequences." Nov. 19: At an encounter with Army officers, Pinochet threatened to annul the
results of the Oct. 5 plebiscite if the opposition continues to insist on amending the Constitution.
Nov. 22: In Santiago, Admiral Jose Toribio Merino, member of the military junta, emphasized that
the legitimacy of the Oct. 5 plebiscite could not be dispensed with. The admiral said that no one
can reject the validity of the plebiscite or the Constitution. He refused to comment on Pinochet's
Nov. 19 statement: "[Pinochet] has the right to say what he wishes. I do not have anything to say
about that." Among other things, the opposition has requested that the Constitution be amended
to permit the legalization of marxist parties and moving up the date of the presidential elections.
The nation's existing magna carta was approved in 1980 in a controversial referendum. Merino said
that the existing proscription against marxist groups would be maintained, while the legalization of
leftist parties would be permitted as long as they are "not communist." PAIS sponsors submitted
application for legal status to the Chilean Electoral Service, with the objective of participating in
the 1989 general elections. Of the new party's 142 sponsors, not one describes her/himself as a
communist. Nov. 25: While Gen. Pinochet celebrated his 73rd birthday with cabinet ministers,
government officials, friends and family members, unidentified persons set off a bomb close to
the Pinochet family's mausoleum in Santiago's main cemetery. The explosion caused damages
to the exterior, and to windows, flower containers and religious objects inside the vault. Several
neighboring mausoleums were also damaged. During a brief speech to assembled cabinet members,
Pinochet said he does not plan to run for president in the 1989 elections. Instead, the general said,
he plans to "tranquilly retire" when his mandate ends on March 11, 1990. Meanwhile, however,
said Pinochet, his government will "exercise full powers until the last moment...Those who believe
that we will be weak or ineffective in the fulfillment of our duty are mistaken." When Pinochet was
receiving officials and military officers at the government palace, a group of leftist leaders arrived
at the entrance carrying a bicycle which they said they wished to present to the general for his
birthday. During his campaign for the plebiscite, Pinochet announced a special plan to finance the
purchase of bicycles for low-income workers. Following a brief scuffle with police, one of the men
was arrested. Nov. 27: More than 37,000 members of the Christian Democrat party throughout the
country convened to select delegates to the PDC's national convention for choosing a presidential
candidate. Under the existing Constitution, presidential elections are to take place Dec. 14, 1989.
The candidate selected by the national delegates, scheduled to meet within the next two weeks,
will be presented to a coalition of 15 parties under the National Command for Democracy. Leaders
of these parties have stated they will support a single opposition candidate. Party sources told
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reporters that the majority of assembled party members had indicated their preference for party
president Patricio Aylwin and Eduardo Frei Ruiz-Tagle, son of former Christian Democrat President
Eduardo Frei. Aylwin, a 70-year-old lawyer, university professor and former senator, was a major
force in bringing 16 opposition parties together under the Command for the No, representing
political tendencies from the right to various leftist persuasions. He was also active throughout the
campaign for the Oct. 5 plebiscite, which resulted in Pinochet's defeat. Frei Ruiz-Tagle, 46, is an
enginner, and new to politics. In recent statements, he said that his principal teacher on politics
was his father. Frei asserted that young persons must intervene in Chilean politics at this time,
described as an especially "crucial period." Both Aylwin and Frei have rejected an alliance with
the proscribed Communist Party. Nov. 27: In remarks to 100 women, members of the government's
National Advance Movement (Movimiento de Avanza Nacional) at Vina del Mar, Gen. Pinochet
confirmed that he did not wish to receive US Ambassador Harry Barnes in the context of formally
seeing him off to the United States. Barnes, who served as Washington's chief envoy in Santiago
for four years, recently ended his mission and prepared to return to the US. Without mentioning
Barnes' name, Pinochet said that he had refused to see the "ambassador from the great nation to
the north," because his major activity had been sponsoring politics against the Chilean government.
"For this, I did not tell him goodbye." During Barnes' tenure in Santiago, the Letelier case and
other incidents created tensions between the two countries. Barnes was accused of meddling in
domestic affairs. In recent statements in Santiago, Barnes said that Pinochet had not conceded him
an audience to see him off. In interviews published on Nov. 27 in daily newspapers El Mercurio and
La Epoca, Barnes pointed out that many in the US believe that Gen. Pinochet's government was
involved in the assassination of former foreign minister Orlando Letelier. Barnes said that the US
government would continue prosecuting the case of the murders of Letelier and his secretary, US
citizen Ronnie Moffit, who died in a bomb explosion on Sept. 21, 1976, on a street in Washington.
Two years after the murders, the US Justice Department requested extradition of three officers
connected to the Chilean intelligence agency (DINA). Santiago rejected the request. Barnes said that
assuming the Letelier-Moffit case remains unsettled when the new government in Chile assumes
power in March 1990, "we will approach the new government with in the hope that it will give us
the cooperation denied by [Pinochet's] government." (Notimex, 11/18/88, 11/22/88; UPI, 11/22/88;
Noticias Argentinas, 11/22/88; AP, 11/25/88, 11/27/88; AFP, 11/27/88)
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